A^ APPRECIATION OF THF SA^KRIT HORKS

To illustrate Vazhakunnam's ability to condense, a peep into
the sixth skandha of Bhagavata is interesting. In the 1 st chapter
the following ideas are seen as Sri Suka's explanation to the
queries of Pareekshit - sins committed during past lives get washed
off by repentance. Again repentance over past deeds relieves
one from the ill effects of sins, but does not eliminate the inherent
tendency to do evil. By Jnana yoga even this tendency is eradi-
cated. But Jnana yoga being out of reach for the common man,
Sri Suka comes to the easiest solution-chanting Lord's names. In
this context the story of Ajamila is elaborated.

This chapter has been summarised in the following verse of
Laghubhagavatam:69

"^r^xbl^^ y^^^H w^y q^r
^TT^ ^I^Thl^MRd^ PFT ^t ^ WjWRTT
^HI^l^Tcl^l^ird^^d^ ^T ^M^4
^l^dl^M f^T ^N^ 55^^ ^l^dl^:"

The sloka touches every important point of the original
Bhagavata. Besides the condensing capacity, Vazhakunnam re-
veals his excellent poetical ability when he writes ^I^R^WI:' to
cover the idea of repentance. The tears shed is the culmination
of repentance. Vazhakunnam's choice of the word 'bashpasikta'
is very significant.

69. Ibid., p.28.
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